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The past year has been one of continued progress on several fronts. It is gratifying to be able to report positive developments in several areas of importance and/or concern to the local community. There does, however, still remain much unfinished business.

One very visible aspect of this progress is the renovation of the Carnegie Hall. The whole community has reason to be grateful to Stan Mitchell and the hard working Hall Committee for their work on renovation and the on-going running of the Hall.

Another area of welcome progress, after seemingly endless years of discussion, is affordable housing. Albyn Housing have planning permission for, and will begin work in December on, 9 affordable units for rent, adjoining the football pitch. Unfortunately, however, discussions with The Highlands Small Communities Housing Trust on the site identified near Knockshortie for shared equity housing have so far proved disappointing.

A further bit of good news has been the revival of the much loved "Tarbat Crack", with its fascinating blend of local news and interesting articles. Warm thanks are due to all involved. The new magazine is, however, still a tender plant and needs all the support our community can give it, both in editing and contributions.

Preserving and enhancing the appearance of the Port continues to be high on the agenda. Thanks are due to Anne Mackay and Shena Oman, who retired from maintaining the flowers after years of invaluable service, and to Ellie Kuiff and a team of helpers to whom the baton has been passed. The main initiative this past year has been "Operation Facelift Portmahomack", where a sub-committee led by Anne Mackay has identified what needs to be done. An important priority for next year is obtaining funding for the programme and then implementing it. 

The state of our local roads has long been a major concern. Recent improvements close to Portmahomack are most welcome, but the powers that be cannot rest on their laurels since there remain long stretches in need of repair.

The governance of the Highland Council area changed radically after the elections in May. We now have three Highland Councillors for a ward covering Tain and Easter Ross, and the ward has its own Manager and regular Ward Forums. Whilst there was some anxiety about matters falling between three stools and about possible over-politicisation, the evidence so far is that our three Councillors and the Ward Manager form an cohesive and very effective team and that the Ward Forums are useful in monitoring the delivery of Council services - an area woefully in need of improvement.

Your Community Council has throughout the past year done all it can to represent local opinion on the above issues, as well as many others. A highlight of the year was the Opinion Survey undertaken in the Spring. This provided useful feed-back on Operation Facelift and facilitated the re-birth of the Tarbat Crack. It also ascertained the views of the community over a wide spectrum of issues and has thus been invaluable to the Council, both in developing strategic priorities and in reacting to events. May I thank all the elected members of the Community Council for the work they have done this year and pay a special tribute to our Secretary, Moira Aitken, for her hard work, not least on the Opinion Survey, and unfailing support.
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